The Big Picture
In our day to day lives, as we look at the world we live in, it is impossible to tell

how God is working on a large scale. This wasn’t always the case.
In the Old Testament, God made his large scale plan clear many times:

- He moved millions of His people out of Egypt

- He led them personally around the wilderness

- He made Israel the greatest nation on Earth

- He moved Israel into exile

- He brought them home from exile
But then, He was silent. Not altogether silent, but silent on a large scale. And
certainly silent compared to what He had been in the past.
Just when it seemed that silence would go on forever, Jesus was born into the
world of men.
Through Jesus, more powerfully than ever before, God said his peace and He
made His peace with all who would put their faith in Jesus. Then, on the large
scale, He went silent again.
I say all of that to ask the question: How does God operate today? How do we
see Him?
We see Him in the details. We see Him most frequently through the simple
words and actions of His people. His people, who live in hope of His coming
back. His people, who live in fear, not of His wrath, but of the lost facing His
wrath.
There is a popular verse within a not so popular passage in Jeremiah:
Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord,
‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.
I encourage you to not read this verse without also reading the ten verses that
come before it and the three verses that come after it. If you read the whole
thing, here’s what you’ll see God saying to Israel who have been taken captive
to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar:

- Get comfortable — you’re not going anywhere

- Make your lives in the godless nation of Babylon

- Do not fail to continue to live — keep having children

- Children represent — a future hope

- Do what you can to make Babylon a better place

- Pray for the future of that godless place

- Don’t listen to the prophets and diviners in your midst

- My voice still comes from my prophet in Jerusalem

-IN 70 YEARS, ’'LL TAKE ACTION

- I have great plans for you (as a nation) — your grandchildren will be

blessed — I'll listen to them — but not you
- I have given a consequence for your disobedience and you will live
out the consequence — your grandkids won’t
Why share this? How is this encouraging? I share this so that we might gain
perspective. God works on a much, much larger scale than we can ever imag-
ine.
Maybe God will take action in my lifetime on a large scale and maybe He
won’t. Maybe it will be in the lifetime of my grandchildren or their
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PRAYER LIST
Lonnie Bennett—Continue prayers daily that he continues to heal and NO
INFECTION.

Kevin Hunt—is in rehab at Center on the Waterfront, 1541 Lindberg Cir-
cle, Wichita, KS 67206. He is showing improvement and is wanting to go
home.

Gene Deffenbaugh—is doing as well as expected. His healing will be slow
and he is in quarantine. Send him cards at Wellington Health and Rehab,
1600 West 8th Street, Wellington, KS 67152

BABY SHOWER FOR EMILY PIERCE

There is a baby shower planned for Emily Pierce on Sunday, Au-
gust 30th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the No. 7 Coffee House. She is regis-
tered at Target and Buy Buy Baby. If you have any questions contact Ken-
dall LeFlore.

WESTVIEW GROCERY PICK UP

There will be a grocery pick up for Westview Boys Home on Octo-
ber 5. This will give us plenty of time to pick things up for these boys.
There are bags by each door, so grab one, fill it. There is a letter on the bul-
letin board if you want to read about how they are doing.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Kendall Brundage—21st
Sherry Kline—27th

Kevin Dodds—27th

CHILDREN’S CHURCH & CONTRIBUTION

We will be starting children’s church today in the Fellowship
Room. All 3 year old's thru 2nd grade can join. Also, there will be a contri-
bution basket on the stage for the children to give.

grandchildren. But just like Israel, we’re to live in the hopeful expectation of
the future promises of the Lord.
Jeremiah 29:11 gets personally misapplied a lot today. It sells a lot of signs, t-
shirts and coffee mugs. It wasn’t meant to be what people make it out to mean
today. It was written to a nation of God’s people.
Don’t get me wrong, it still applies today. God’s people are a people living in
exile today. There is no physical nation of God’s people today. Someday, He
will bring his people out of exile. He will bring all who belong to Him together
from every place on earth they are scattered.
It may not happen in my lifetime, but I’'m encouraged because I know it WILL
happen. Be encouraged church! God is living and moving in the world! How
is He living and moving in you?
Much love!

Wes LeFlore (918) 607-8489 or huskerwes | (@gmail.com
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SERMON NOTES...

Parables Come to Life — Part 7, The Rich Soil of Mega Faith

Matthew 15:21-28

21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and
Sidon. 22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began
to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is cruelly demon-possessed.” 23 But He did not answer her a word. And
His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because
she keeps shouting at us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and began to
bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 26 And He answered and
said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which
fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your
faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed at once.

Four Qualities of Great Faith
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Notes

“Reaching Inward, Outward
Upward, Downward”
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Welcome
Prayer
Song #450  “Give Me the Bible” (All)
Song #443  “The Precious Book Divine” (All)
Song #324  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (All)

Communion Prayers
Contribution Prayer
Contribution Collection
Lesson
Song #911

“Bring Christ Your Broken Life” (1,2, 4)

Closing Prayer

Every Sunday during the sermon we offer Children’s Church to
boys and girls ages 3 years through 2nd grade. They will meet in the study
for stories, crafts and learning about Jesus.




